
Vehicle Parking Chapter 
 
P.1 Authority to Require Off –Street Parking  
P.1.1 All buildings or structures erected on or after [Date of Ordinance] shall be 

provided with parking spaces within the standards of §  P.2, except as permitted 
by § P.3.  

 
P.1.2 After [Date of Ordinance], no application for a building permit for a building or 

structure shall be approved unless there is included with the plans for the building 
or structure a parking plan showing the location, dimensions, and grades of all 
parking spaces and approaches thereto in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter. 

 
P.1.3 No certificate of occupancy shall be issued for the use of a building or structure 

erected on or after [Date of Ordinance] unless the parking spaces have been 
provided in accordance with the approved building permit’s parking plan. 

 
P.1.4 In the case of a building or structure for which the Zoning Regulations now 

require more parking spaces than were required when the building or structure 
was built, the number of parking spaces cannot be reduced. 

  
P.1.5 In the case of a building or structure for which the Zoning Regulations now limit 

the number of parking spaces to fewer than were created when the building or 
structure was built, the number of parking spaces cannot be increased. 

 
P.1.6 When the use of a building or structure is changed to another use requiring more 

parking spaces than required for the use existing immediately prior to the change 
or, if the building or structure is vacant, the use that existed immediately prior to 
the vacancy, parking spaces shall be provided for the additional requirement in 
the amount necessary to conform to the standards of § P.2 

 
P.1.7 When the intensity of use of a building or structure existing before [Date of 

Ordinance], is increased by an addition of dwelling units, gross floor area, or 
other unit of measurement specified in § P.2, parking spaces shall be provided for 
the addition, subject to the following: 

 
(a)  Parking spaces shall not be required for the addition unless the addition 

increases the intensity of use of the building or structure by more than 
twenty-five percent (25%) of the aggregate. 

 
(b) The determination of the increase of intensity of use shall be based on the total 

increase in intensity of use the structure undergoes on or after [Date of 
Ordinance], whether the total increase occurs at one time or in successive 
stages. 

 
P.1.8 [Historic Structures] 



 
P.1.9 Detailed plans for new parking shall be submitted to the D.C. Department of 

Transportation for review of new curb cuts and driveway openings to ensure that 
compliance with these regulations does not conflict with Department’s standards 
for public space.. 

 
 



P.2 Schedule of Requirements 
 
P.2.1 Minimum Parking Requirements 
   
 

USES  NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES REQUIRED 

Low Density Residential Districts (currently R-1 & R-2) 

  

One family dwelling: 1 space per unit 
 

All Non-residential uses: 

1 for each 1000 ft.2 of gross floor area and cellar floor 
area 
 

Moderate Density Residential Districts (currently R-3 to R-5-B) 

  

All Non-residential uses: 

1 for each 1000 ft.2 of gross floor area and cellar floor 
area 
 

  

Commercial Corridor Districts (currently C-2) 

  

Retail, Restaurant or Service Uses: In excess of 3,000 ft.2, 1 for each additional 300 ft.2 of 
gross floor area and cellar floor area 

  

All districts 

  

Apartment house, Multi unit Residential 
building:  

  

Within 400 feet of low or moderate density 
residential zone 
(As measured from lot line to zone line) 

1 space per 3 units 

Residential Buildings 
 

 
Residential Buildings 

            
P.2.2 The parking spaces required by this chapter shall be provided and maintained so 

long as the structure that the parking spaces are designed to serve exists. 
 
P.2.3 Required parking spaces shall not be reduced in total extent after their provision 

except upon approval of the Board of Zoning Adjustment and then only after 
proof that the parking spaces provided are no longer needed by reason of a 
reduction of employees, seats, gross floor area, dwelling units, or any other 
standard applicable to the use set forth in the regulations; provided the Board may 
impose any condition it deems necessary to ensure the addition of parking spaces 
in case of a subsequent increase in employees, seats, gross floor area, dwelling 
units, or any other unit of measurement. 

 



P.2.4 Maximum Parking Requirements 
 

USES  MAX NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES ALLOWED 

Medium & High Density Residential Districts (currently R-5-C to R-5-E) 

  

Apartment house, multi unit residential 
building:  
 

[To be determined] 

Low and Moderate Density Commercial Districts (currently C-2) 

  

Retail, Restaurant and Service uses: 

[To be determined] 
 

Office use: 
 
 

[To be determined] 
 

Medium & High Density Commercial Districts (currently C-3 and above) 

  

Retail, Restaurant and Service uses: 

[To be determined] 
 

Office use: 
 
 

[To be determined] 
 

Industrial Districts 

  
[To be determined] 
 

[To be determined] 
 

[To be determined] 
 
 

[To be determined] 
 

All other districts 

  
[To be determined] 
 

[To be determined] 
 

[To be determined] 
 

[To be determined] 
 

            
P.2.6 Parking spaces provided for car share companies do not count toward the 

maximum number of spaces. 
 
P.3 Flexibility in Parking Requirements 
 
P.3.1 Two or more non-residential uses within 400 feet of existing or proposed parking 

may share required parking provided: 
  

(a) The request is accompanied by a signed agreement between the owners of 
both uses confirming shared use of parking for a period of no less than ten 
years and submitted to the Zoning Administrator; 



(b) The uses have different time of day requirements for parking and the 
distribution of spaces by day of the week and time is clear in the agreement;  

(c) A parking study showing no negative impacts is submitted following the 
requirements of § P.3.6; 

(d) The applicant shall negotiate the renewal of any agreement prior to its 
expiration and provide copies of the agreement to the Zoning Administrator; 
and 

(e) The applicant shall immediately notify the Zoning Administrator either before 
any amendment to or upon termination of the agreement. 

 
 
P.3.2 Subject to DDOT review, a development may provide up to 50% fewer parking 

spaces than the minimum required provided that a contribution at the rate set by 
DDOT is made to [DDOT transportation fund] for every space under the limit.  
[contribution rate to be set roughly at 20% less than the cost of a parking space] 

 
P.3.3 Subject to DDOT review, a development may provide up to 50% more spaces 

than the maximum allowed provided that a contribution at the rate set by DDOT 
is made to [DDOT transportation fund] for every space over the limit.  
[contribution rate to be set roughly at 20% less than the cost of a parking space] 

 
P.3.4 Development may only deviate from the required number of spaces by more than 

50% when approved by the BZA as a variance under [variance section].  The 
contribution required by P.3.1 or P.3.2 still applies to the first 50%. 

 
P.3.5 Variance relief under the provisions of § P.3 is subject to DDOT’s review and 

finding of no significant adverse impact of an applicant’s parking study meeting 
the requirements of § P.3.6 

 
P.3.6 A parking study shall be required when any of the following occurs: 

 
(a) A development proposes to use shared parking to satisfy the parking 

requirements of P.2.1.  
(b) A development proposes to use parking spaces not immediately accessible to 

the proposed development, including not within 200 feet of the development, 
or not separated by an alley. 

(c) The Director of the District Department of Transportation  requests a parking 
and/or traffic study due to unusual circumstances on or near a site. 
  

P.3.7  The contents of a parking study shall include but not be limited to: 
   

(a) A map showing the location and number of spaces and the on street and off-
street parking within the defined study area; 

(b) Site surveys conducted on different days and times or seasons; 



(c) Quantity of existing public, commercial, or private parking, other than curb 
parking, on the property or in the neighborhood that can reasonably 
accommodate shared parking when the building or structure is in use;  

(d) Proximity to Metrorail stations or public transportation service in the area.  
(e) For shared parking, a description of each use including detailed calculation of 

its required or allowed parking, peak hours of parking demand for each use 
and an inventory of existing spaces on the site. 

(f) If the applicant relies on a TDM program, the applicant shall demonstrate to 
the Board that the program shall continue as long as the use continues. 

(g) Any other information requested by DDOT. 
 
P.4 Size of Parking Spaces and Aisles 
 
P.4.1 Except as otherwise provided in this section, automobile parking shall meet the 

size requirements of the following tables, exclusive of access drives, aisles, 
ramps, columns, office or work areas.  Parking shall also be in compliance with 
the requirements of the ADA Requirements of the District of Columbia 
Architectural Barriers Act of 1980, effective July 1, 1980 (D.C. Law 3-76; 12 
DCMR art. 15) 

 
 

Table I : FULL SIZED CAR SPACES 

 

Parking  
Angle  

Stall  
Width  
(Feet)  

Depth of Stalls  
Perpendicular  

To Aisle (Feet)  

One-Way  
Aisle  
Width  
(Feet)  

Two-Way  
Aisle  
Width  
(Feet)  

45o  9  17.5  12.0  N/A 

60o  9  19.0  14.0  N/A 

90o  9  18.0  16.0  24.0  

Parallel  22.0  8.0  12.0  24.0  

 
Table II : COMPACT CAR SPACES 

Parking  
Angle  

Stall  
Width  
(Feet)  

Depth of Stalls  
Perpendicular  

To Aisle (Feet)  

One-Way  
Aisle  
Width  
(Feet)  

Two-Way  
Aisle  
Width  
(Feet)  

45o  8  16.5  12.0  N/A  

60o  8  17.0  14.0  N/A  

90o  8  16.0  16.0  24.0  

Parallel  20.0  8.0  12.0  24.0  
 
 
P.4.2 Any parking area or garage containing ten or more parking spaces may designate 

up to fifty percent (50%) of the parking spaces for compact cars. 



 
P.4.3 All parking shall be striped according to the requirements of §§ P.5.4 and P.6.6. 
 
P.4.4 Parking spaces shall be visibly marked as “compact car” or “small car” parking 

spaces. 
 
P.4.5 Except as provided in § P.4.6, all parking spaces shall have a minimum vertical 

clearance of six feet, six inches (6 ft., 6 in.). 
 
P.4.6 Where one hundred (100) or more parking spaces are provided, whether the 

spaces are required or not and whether the spaces are a principal use or an 
accessory use, at least five percent (5%) of the parking spaces shall have a 
minimum vertical clearance of seven feet, two inches (7 ft., 2 in.). 

 
P.4.7 All parking spaces requiring the seven foot, two inch (7 ft., 2 in.), vertical 

clearance shall be clearly marked for “Van Parking Only.”    
 
P.4.8 All entrances, exits, access aisles, ramps, and driveways providing access to 

parking spaces shall have the minimum vertical clearances as prescribed in §§ 
P.4.5 and P.4.6, respectively. 

 
P.4.9 The provisions of § P.4 shall not apply to mechanized and automated parking 

facilities. 
 
P.5 Parking Garages: Location, Access, Maintenance, and Operation 
 
P.5.1 A parking garage may be located as follows:      
 

   (a) As an accessory building in any district subject to the general provisions for 
accessory buildings as specified in § [accessory building section]; and   
  

   (b) Within the principal building; provided that:   
  

   (1) The entrance or exit to the garage shall be accessible and, when it 
opens onto an alley, the entrance or exit shall be set back at least twelve feet 
(12 ft.) from the center line of the alley; and 

 
 (2) That portion of the garage beneath a side yard or rear yard, shall not 

obstruct required light and ventilation and shall be designed so that the area 
above it can be used for an unobstructed level open terrace.    

 
P.5.2  A parking garage erected, altered, converted, or reconstructed as a principal use 

shall have no vehicular entrance or exit nearer than sixty feet (60 ft.) to a street 
intersection as measured from the intersection of the curb lines extended.  The 
entrance or exit to the garage shall be accessible and, when it opens onto an alley, 



the entrance or exit shall be set back at least twelve feet (12 ft.) from the center line 
of the alley.  

 
P.5.3 The entrance to each garage shall be accessible at all times from directly 

improved alleys with a minimum width of ten feet (10 ft.) or improved public 
streets via graded and unobstructed private driveways that form an all-weather 
surface. 

 
P.5.4 All non-mechanical parking spaces shall be clearly striped and lined according to 

the dimensions specified in § P.4.  Durable materials that are all-weather shall be 
used.  Striping shall be maintained for as long as the parking spaces requiring the 
striping are in existence. 

 
P.5.5 Except for an entrance drive, parking on the main level of any building must be 

separated from street frontage by another use.  
 
P.5.6 A driveway [open to sky] that provides access to a parking garage shall meet the 

following standards: 
  
 (a) It shall have a maximum grade of not more than twelve percent (12%) with a 

vertical transition at the property line; 
  
 (b) A driveway serving a one-family dwelling or flat or that otherwise serves only 

one parking space shall be a minimum of seven feet (7 ft.) in width; 
  
 (c) A driveway serving any use other than a one-family dwelling or flat or serving 

more than one (1) parking space shall be as follows: 
  
 (1) A minimum of sixty feet (60 ft.) from a street intersection as measured 

from the intersection of the curb line extended; 
  
 (2) A minimum of twelve feet (12 ft.) in width if designed for one-way 

circulation or fourteen feet (14 ft.) if designed for two-way circulation; and 
 
  (3) A maximum of twenty-five feet (25 ft.) in width. 
  
 (d) A driveway that provides access directly from a street to a row dwelling or a 

flat shall be a minimum of twenty-eight feet (28 ft.) from all adjacent driveways 
that provide access directly from a street to a row dwelling or a flat, as measured 
from the nearest edge of each such driveway opening. 

 
P.6 Surface Parking: Location, Access, Maintenance, and Operation 
 
P.6.1    All surface parking spaces shall be located as follows: 

a) to the rear of the principal building [OR: within a rear yard]; or 



b)  within a sideyard, provided that the parking spaces are screened so as to not 
be visible from public right-of-way. 

 
P.6.2 No parking spaces shall be located between a building face and a lot line abutting 

a street. 
 
P.6.3 In the case of a corner lot, no parking spaces shall be located in the side yard 

opening onto the street that has the higher DDOT classification.  Where both 
streets have the same classification, parking may face either street, but not both, 
and must be screened so as to not be visible from the right-of-way. 

 
P.6.4 The Board of Zoning Adjustment may approve parking spaces located elsewhere 

than allowed in P.6.1 through P.6.3 by special exception provided that they find 
that it is not practical to locate the spaces in accordance with P.7.1 thought P.7.3 
for the following reasons: 

 (a) Unusual topography, grades, shape, size, or dimensions of the lot; 
 (b) The lack of ability to adequately access the rear of the lot; 
 (c) The location of required spaces elsewhere would result in more efficient use of 

land, better design or landscaping, safer ingress or egress, and less adverse impact 
on neighboring properties. 

 
P.6.5 For the purposes of § P.6.4, the Board may impose conditions on any accessory or 

non-accessory parking spaces as to screening, coping, setbacks, fences, the 
location of entrances and exits, or any other requirement it deems necessary to 
protect adjacent or nearby property.  It may also impose other conditions it deems 
necessary to assure the continued provision and maintenance of the spaces. 

 
P.6.6 All surface parking spaces shall be clearly striped and lined according to the 

dimensions specified in § P.4.  Durable materials that are all-weather shall be 
used.  Striping shall be maintained for as long as the parking spaces requiring the 
striping are in existence.  

 
P.6.7 Each parking space, except for spaces accessory to service stations and police 

facilities, shall be accessible at all times from directly improved alleys with a 
minimum width of ten feet (10 ft.) or improved public streets via graded and 
unobstructed private driveways that form an all-weather surface. 

 
P.6.8 The public rights-of-way as well as private walkways and driveways shall be 

protected from vehicular encroachment from all parking spaces by wheel bumper 
guards, curbs, guard rails, or screening between the property line and the 
perimeter of the parking area.  Parking shall be designed so that no vehicle or any 
part thereof shall project over any lot line or building line. 

 
P.6.9 A driveway that provides access to parking spaces shall meet the following 

standards: 
  



 (a) It shall have a maximum grade of not more than twelve percent (12%) with a 
vertical transition at the property line; 

  
 (b) A driveway serving a one-family dwelling or flat or that otherwise serves only 

one parking space shall be not less than seven feet (7 ft.) in width; 
  
 (c) A driveway serving any use other than a one-family dwelling or flat or serving 

more than one (1) parking space shall be as follows: 
  
 (1) A minimum of twenty-five feet (25 ft.) from a street intersection as 

measured from the intersection of the curb line extended; 
  
 (2) A minimum of twelve feet (12 ft.) in width if designed for one-way 

circulation or fourteen feet (14 ft.) if designed for two-way circulation; and 
 
  (3) A maximum of twenty-five feet (25 ft.) in width. 
  
 (d) A driveway that provides access directly from a street to a row dwelling or a 

flat shall be a minimum of twenty-eight feet (28 ft.) from all adjacent driveways 
that provide access directly from a street to a row dwelling or a flat, as measured 
from the nearest edge of each such driveway opening. 

 
P.6.10 All areas devoted to driveways, access lanes, and parking shall be surfaced and 

maintained with an all-weather surface. In addition to traditional impervious 
surfaces, allowable all weather surfaces include porous (or pervious) concrete, 
porous asphalt, and/or mechanically-reinforced grass, excluding grass or gravel.   

 
P.6.11 No other use shall be conducted from or upon the premises, and no structure other 

than an attendant’s shelter shall be erected or used upon the premises unless the use 
or structure is otherwise permitted in the district in which the parking lot is located.  

  
P.6.12 No vehicular entrance or exit shall be within sixty feet (60 ft.) of a street 

intersection as measured from the intersection of the curb lines extended.  
 
P.6.13 Any lighting used to illuminate a parking lot or its accessory buildings shall be 

arranged so that all direct rays of the lighting are confined to the surface of the 
parking lot. 

 
P.6.14 The parking lot shall be kept free of refuse and debris.  Parking areas serving retail 

uses and restaurants shall provide at least one outdoor litter receptacle within the 
parking area. 

 
P.6.15 Any surface parking with six (6) or more spaces shall be subject to the following 

landscaping and screening requirements: 
  



(a) Landscaping shall cover a minimum of fifteen percent (10%) of the total area 
devoted to parking, including aisles and driveways.  The landscaping shall be 
maintained in a healthy, growing condition. 

 
[Alternative A] 
(b) For each 10 spaces, or fraction thereof, the parking lot shall contain one 

canopy tree [from an approved DDOT list].  Where it is impractical to place a 
canopy tree, two smaller trees [from an approved DDOT list] may replace 
any one canopy tree.  Existing trees on the lot (excluding any existing street 
trees) that have a minimum caliper size of 2.5 inches may be counted toward 
satisfying this requirement if such trees are preserved and adequately 
protected though all phases of construction. 

 
[Alternative B] 
(b) Forty percent (40%) of the paved parking lot area shall be covered by tree 

canopies within twenty (20) years of securing building permit; development of 
such canopy shall be in accordance with [DC Parking Lot Tree Canopy 
Guidelines].  Existing trees on the lot (excluding any existing street trees) that 
have a minimum caliper size of 2.5 inches may be counted toward satisfying 
this requirement if such trees are preserved and adequately protected though 
all phases of construction. 

 
 (c) All newly planted trees must have a minimum caliper size of 2.5 inches and 

must be planted in a space that provides a minimum of 500 cubic feet of soil 
volume per tree. 

 
(d) In order to prevent injury from vehicle bumpers, trees shall be planted a 

minimum of four (4) feet from any protective barrier, such as curbs or wheel 
stops. When landscaped areas are located adjacent to vehicle overhangs, all 
attempts should be made to plant trees in line with the side stripes between 
parking spaces. 

 
(c)    All end islands of parking rows and all areas otherwise not used for ingress 

and egress, aisles and parking must be landscaped. 
 
(d)   Spaces shall be screened from all contiguous residential property located in 

[low & moderate density residential zones] by a solid brick or stone wall at 
least twelve inches (12 in.) thick and forty-two inches (42 in.) high or by 
evergreen hedges or evergreen trees that are thickly planted and maintained 
and that are at least forty-two inches (42 in.) in height when planted. 

 
 
Bicycle Parking Chapter 
 
BP.1 Authority to Require Parking Spaces 
 



BP.1.1 All buildings or structures erected on or after [Date of Ordinance] shall be 
provided with parking spaces within the standards of Section BP.2, except as 
permitted by Section BP.7.  

 
BP.1.2 No application for a building permit for a building or structure to be erected on or 

after [Date of Ordinance] shall be approved unless there is included with the plans 
for the building or structure a parking plan showing the location and dimensions 
of all parking spaces and approaches thereto in accordance with the provisions of 
this chapter. 

 
BP.1.3 No certificate of occupancy shall be issued for the use of a building or structure 

erected on or after [Date of Ordinance] unless the parking spaces have been 
provided in accordance with the approved building permit’s parking plan. 

 
BP.1.4 In the case of a building or structure for which the Zoning Regulations now 

require more parking spaces than were required when the building or structure 
was built, the number of parking spaces cannot be reduced. 

  
BP.1.5 When the use of a building or structure is changed to another use that requires 

more parking spaces than required for the use existing immediately prior to the 
change or, if the building or structure is vacant, the use that existed immediately 
prior to the vacancy, parking spaces shall be provided for the additional 
requirement in the amount necessary to conform to § BP.2. 

 
BP.1.6 When the intensity of use of a building or structure existing before [Date of 

Ordinance], is increased by an addition of employees, dwelling units, gross floor 
area, seating capacity, or other unit of measurement specified in § BP.2, parking 
spaces shall be provided for the addition, subject to the following: 

 
(a) Parking spaces shall not be required for the addition unless the addition 

increases the intensity of use of the building or structure by more than 
twenty-five percent (25%) of the aggregate. 

 
(b) Parking spaces for the addition need not exceed the amount of parking spaces 

that would be required for the entire structure as proposed if constructed new. 
 

(c) The determination of the increase of intensity of use shall be based on the total 
increase in intensity of use the structure undergoes on or after [Date of 
Ordinance], whether the total increase occurs at one time or in successive 
stages. 

 
BP.1.8 Detailed plans for new parking shall be submitted to the D.C. Department of 

Transportation for approval of new curb cuts and driveway openings to ensure 
compliance with these regulations does not conflict with the responsibility of the 
Department to protect safety in public space. 



BP.2 Schedule of Requirements 
 
BP.2.1 Minimum Bicycle Parking 
 

Required Bicycle Parking Use 
Categories Specific Uses Class A  Class B 

Multi-Unit Dwelling  1 for each 3 units 1 for each 20 units, min 2 
Community-Based 
Residential Facility 

1 for each 20 residents, 
min 2 None 

Campus-Affiliated 
Housing not 
approved as part of 
campus plan 1 for each 8 residents 

1 for each 20 residents, 
min 2 

Publicly Assisted 
Housing 1 for each 3 units 1 for each 20 units, min 2 
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Rooming or Boarding 
House 

1 for each 3 bedrooms, 
min 2 None 

Office 
1 for each 10,000 SF of 

GFA, min 2 
1 per 40,000 SF of GFA, 

min 2 

Retail/ Service 
1 for each 10,000 SF of 

GFA, min 2 
2 for each 5,000 SF of 

GFA 
Dining and 
Entertainment 

1 for each 10,000 SF of 
GFA, min 2 

1 for each 10,000 SF of 
GFA, min 2 

Hotel or Inn 
 1 for each 10 hotel units 2 for each 50 hotel units 

Parking None 
1 for each 20 auto spaces, 

min 10 
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Outdoor Recreation None 
1 for each 20 auto spaces, 

min 10 

Manufacturing 
1 for each 15,000 SF of 

GFA, min 2 None 
Warehouse and 
Freight 

1 for each 40,000 SF of 
GFA, min 2 None 

In
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Non-Accessory 
Parking* None 

1 for each 20 auto Spaces, 
min 10 

Transit Centers None 8 

Park and Ride None 
1 for each 20 auto spaces, 

min 10 
School - K-5 1 for each grade served 1 for each grade served 
School 6-12 1 for each grade served 1 for each classroom 
Colleges Per campus plan 

Hospitals 
1 for each 70,000 SF of 

GFA, min 2 
1 for each 40,000 SF of 

GFA, min 2 

Houses of Worship None 
2 for each 10 auto spaces, 

min 2 

In
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Daycare None 
2 for each 10 auto spaces, 

min 2 

 



BP.2.2 If a development contains more than one use as listed in Figure 2, the total 
number of bicycle spaces shall be the sum of the bicycle spaces required for the 
various uses calculated separately. A bicycle space required for one use shall be 
deemed not to meet the requirement for any other use in that development.  For 
the purposes of this document, a development refers to a location, site, property, 
set of buildings, etc. at which parking is shared. 

 
BP.2.3 Where the calculation of total required bicycle spaces results in a fractional 

number, the nearest whole number shall be taken, unless specified otherwise in 
Figure 2. 

 
BP.2.4 No bicycle parking is required for a non-residential use with less than 4,000 

square feet of gross floor area or a residential use with fewer than 9 units. 
 
BP.3 Class A Bicycle Spaces 
 
BP.3.1 Class A bicycle parking must be provided in a locked room or area enclosed by a 

floor-to-ceiling fence with a locking door or gate or within bicycle lockers. All 
facilities must be located within a building or covered, private parking area.  

 
BP.3.2 Where required bicycle parking is provided in a bicycle room, the room shall have 

solid walls. All of the interior of the bicycle room shall be visible from the entry 
door. A motion-activated security light enclosed in a tamper-proof housing shall 
be provided in each room.  

 
BP.3.3 Where required parking is provided in an enclosed area, the area shall be 

composed of floor-to-ceiling fencing and securable doors.  
 
BP.3.4 Where required bicycle parking is provided in lockers, the lockers must be 

securely anchored. 
 
BP.3.5 Required Class A spaces must be located no lower than the first cellar level, or 

complete parking level below grade. Spaces must be available for employees, 
residents, and other long-term building tenants. 

 
BP.3.6 Spaces must be independently accessible by means of an aisle of a minimum 

width of 48 inches and a minimum vertical clearance of 75 inches. A minimum of 
50 percent of the required Class A bicycle spaces shall provide for the bicycles to 
be placed horizontally on the floor or ground. Vertical bicycle space racks shall 
support the bicycle without the bicycle being suspended.  

 
BP.3.7 Required Class A bicycle spaces shall have a minimum vertical clearance of 75 

inches, shall be a minimum of 24 inches in width and shall be: 
 
(a)  a minimum of 72 inches in length if the bicycles are to be placed horizontally; 

or  



 
(b)  a minimum of 40 inches in length if the bicycles are to be placed vertically.  

 
BP.4 Class B Bicycle Spaces 
 
BP.4.1 The area devoted to bicycle parking must be hard surfaced. 
 
BP.4.2 Required Class B bicycle spaces shall be provided in a convenient, well-lit 

location that provides visual surveillance by occupants of the building the spaces 
are intended to serve. If the spaces are not readily visible to visitors to a site, 
directional signage to the racks shall be provided. Required Class B bicycle 
parking spaces must be available for shoppers, customers, commuters, 
messengers, and all other visitors to the site. 

 
BP.4.3 If required bicycle parking is not visible from the street or main building entrance, 

a sign must be posted at the main building entrance indicating the location of the 
parking. 

 
BP.5 General Space Requirements 
 
BP.5.1 The minimum dimensions for all bicycle lockers used to provide required bicycle 

spaces are 24 inches in width at the door end; 8 inches in width at the opposite 
end; 72 inches in length; and 48 inches in height. 

 
BP.5.2 Where required bicycle parking is provided as racks, the racks must meet the 

following standards: 
(a) The bicycle frame and one wheel can be locked to the rack with a high 

security, U-shaped shackle lock if both wheels are left on the bicycle; 
(b) A bicycle six feet long can be securely held with its frame supported so that 

the bicycle cannot be pushed or fall in a manner that will damage the wheels 
or components;  

(c) Racks shall provide a minimum clearance width of 12 inches for each bicycle; 
and 

(d) The rack must be securely anchored. 
 
BP.5.3 Each required bicycle parking space must be accessible without moving another 

bicycle. 
 
BP.5.4 There must be an aisle at least 5 feet wide behind all required bicycle parking to 

allow room for bicycle maneuvering. 
 
BP.5.5 Where the bicycle parking is adjacent to a sidewalk, the maneuvering area may 

extend into the right-of-way. 
 
BP.6 Changing Facilities – Showers and Lockers 
 



BP.6.1 Buildings requiring Class A spaces with greater than 50,000 square feet of non-
residential use must provide a minimum of one (1) shower per gender shall be 
installed for every 50,000 square feet, or fraction thereof, of Gross Floor Area 
(GFA) above the first 50,000 square feet, up to a maximum of three (3) showers 
per gender.  

 
BP.6.2 Where Class A bicycle spaces are required for a non-residential use, a minimum 

number of clothing lockers equal to 0.3 times the minimum number of required 
Class A spaces shall be provided for each sex, and shall be a minimum of 12” 
wide, 18”deep, 36” high, and shall be available for use on a 24 hour basis. 
Lockers shall be installed adjacent to the showers in a safe and secured area.  

 
BP.7 Flexibility  
 
BP.7.1 Where it can be demonstrated that providing bicycle parking spaces or changing 

facilities required under this subsection is not physically practical, that undue 
economic hardship would result from strict compliance with the regulation, or that 
the nature of the building use is such that bicycle parking spaces would not be 
used, the BZA may grant a [special exception], in conjunction with the payment 
of a fee into a District of Columbia Department of Transportation managed 
“Bicycle Parking Fund.”  DDOT shall maintain an annually updated fee to serve 
in lieu of each required Class A and Class B space not built.  
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